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Dear Families,  

 

We have a lot happening in term 3 and thought we would give you some 

dates to save in your calendar. We will send more information closer to time.  
 

Class Dates Events 

Rafiki & Amigo  

 

Chingu & Gulyangarri 

Wednesday August 13  

 

Thursday August 14 

Steps Eye Test (consent 

forms in communication 

pockets) 

Rafiki & Amigo  

 

Chingu & Gulyangarri 

Wednesday August 20 

 

Friday August 22 

Book Week- Dressing up 

as a character from their 

favourite book 

Rafiki & Amigo  

 

Chingu & Gulyangarri 

 

Week starting August 18 

 

Excursion- more 

information to come. It 

will be within walking 

distance to preschool 

Amigo & Rafiki 

 

Chingu & Gulyangarri 

Wednesday September 17 

 

Friday September 19 

Grandparents and 

Visitors Day (everyone is 

welcome)- Morning Tea 

(More information to 

come) 
 

Pyjama Day 
 

Thank you families, for your 

generous donations. We 

delivered the pantry items to the 

Christian Comminuty Aid (CCA) 

NSW Community Hub, and they 

were very grateful. They said the 

donations will help many 

families in our local community. 

Esther dropped them off on 

Friday, the 4th of July. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Transition to school statements and consent forms 

 

As part of our Start Strong Funding guidelines, it is a requirement to complete 

a Transition to School Statement for all children who are enrolled and 

transitioning to primary school. For children returning to St Dunstan’s next 

year, we will still complete the Transition to School Statement; however, it will 

not be uploaded to the online portal. 

“The Transition to School Digital Statement is completed by a child’s ECEC 

service in the year before school and provides information about their 

strengths, interests, and preferred ways of learning. It is then shared online 

with the child’s school to help teachers prepare for kindergarten students 

and support continuity of learning.”– NSW Education Website 

 

Consent forms will be emailed next week. Please keep an eye out for an 

email sent via Adobe. 

 

StEPS- Eye Test 
 

StEPS Vision Screening Program – August 13 & 14 

 

StEPS (Statewide Eyesight Preschooler Screening) Program will be visiting St 

Dunstan’s to conduct free vision screenings for preschool children. 

 

• Rafiki & Amigo groups – Wednesday, August 13 

• Chingu & Gulyangarri groups – Thursday, August 14 

 

The StEPS program is a “free, population-based vision screening initiative 

designed to detect vision problems in 4-year-old children that may not be 

visible through observation, behaviour, or family history alone. The screening 

uses a validated test to identify concerns early, helping to support children’s 

long-term eye health”. 

 

Consent forms have been placed in your child’s communication pocket. 

 

Please ensure the signed permission form is returned before the scheduled 

screening date. Children without a signed consent form will not be screened. 

 

Plastic Free July (Week starting Monday 28th of July) 

 

This year, we will be combining World Environment Day (June 5) and Plastic 

Free July (which runs throughout the month of July), as both share a common 

theme: "Combating Plastic Pollution." 

Plastic waste is a significant issue in Australia, with 2.5 million tonnes produced 

annually — that’s approximately 10 kg per person. 

At our preschool, we are committed to developing lifelong respectful and 

proactive attitudes towards the environment and promoting a sustainable 

future. As part of our philosophy, we want to highlight the importance of 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/early-childhood-education/ecec-resource-library/transition-to-school/transition-to-school-digital-statement#:~:text=The%20Transition%20to%20School%20Digital%20Statement%20is%20completed%20by%20a,Transition%20to%20School%20Digital%20Statement


caring for our environment and, in particular, reducing the plastic waste we 

all contribute to. 

With this in mind, we will be launching a few initiatives to encourage 

everyone to reduce, reuse, and recycle plastics both at home and in our 

preschool. 

 

Next week, we will be celebrating Plastic Free July, and we are seeking your 

support. 

We encourage all families to send morning tea and lunch (and afternoon tea 

- Chingu and Gulyangari classes) without single-use plastics, such as plastic 

bags and cling wrap. 

Some helpful tips: 

• Biscuits and yoghurt can be bought in bulk and packed into reusable 

containers. 

• Sandwiches can be packed in sandwich boxes rather than wrapped in 

plastic. 

With a little planning, these small changes can make a big difference. 

While it may take more time and effort, it’s a meaningful way to teach 

sustainable habits in our children. We are hoping these practices will then 

form on going change within your homes so we can continue to Care for 

Country.  

 

Some other sustainable practices you can be involved in within our preschool 

are: 

 

Return and Earn - We have a Return and Earn bin at the preschool. If you 

don’t already use this program at home, we invite you to bring in rinsed 

bottles or cans with the 10c label and label still attached. 

These are collected by Stacey and donated to her church, where the funds 

go to Stepping Stones, an organisation that provides meals to people in need 

at Prince Alfred Park, Parramatta. 

Loose parts - We welcome donations of clean loose parts that we can reuse 

with the children. These include cardboard boxes, paper towel rolls, washed 

milk bottle caps, washed yoghurt tubs and squeezy yoghurt lids.  

Please note: we cannot accept egg cartons or toilet paper rolls due to 

allergy and hygiene concerns. 

Sustainability project - Making things with your children during the weekend or 

school holidays using recyclables is also a good way of spending time with 

them. Your child can then bring in what they had made or created to show 

their class. 

 

 

 

 

 



Child Safey 

 

You would have received an email from the preschool on Tuesday 22nd of 

July in relation to the child protection issues that have recently been in the 

media. If you didn’t receive it or would like more information, please speak to 

an educator.  

 

Family Grievance  

 

At St Dunstan’s, we value honest, respectful communication and are 

committed to supporting families whenever possible. 

Our Family Grievance Policy is now available on our Padlet in English, Korean, 

and Simplified Chinese. This policy outlines the steps to follow if you are 

concerned or unhappy about something that has occurred within the 

preschool. 

We want all families to feel comfortable and supported in raising any 

concerns. Our preferred approach is to have an initial conversation, and we 

are more than happy to organise a translator to assist in this discussion if 

needed. 

If you would rather share your concerns in writing, you are welcome to: 

• Write in your home language (we can arrange for accurate 

translation), or 

• Write in English to the best of your ability, without worrying about 

grammar or spelling. 

We kindly ask families to avoid using AI tools (e.g. ChatGPT) where possible, 

as they can unintentionally change the tone or meaning of your original 

concern. 

Thank you for helping us foster a trusting and open environment at St 

Dunstan’s. We are here to listen, support, and work together. 

 

Toys from home 

 

We kindly ask that all toys from home be kept at home moving forward. 

While we have not had a strict rule about this in the past, as personal toys 

can sometimes help children settle or connect with others, we have recently 

reflected as a team and, based on the needs of our current group of 

children, we feel that bringing toys from home is no longer necessary. 

If your child strongly wishes to bring a toy in, it will need to be kept in the 

office and can be collected at the end of the day. 

 

Adventures with Galaa, Wali, Gugundi and Girrawi 

 

Galaa, Wali, Gugundi and Girrawi  (soft toys) are excited to spend the 

weekend with your family. 

We would love to hear all about the adventures you get up to together. 

Pease fill the page with photos, drawings, and stories, have fun and be 

creative! 

Some fun ideas you might enjoy doing with your special visitor: 

• Read your favourite story 



• Visit the park 

• Cook a favourite recipe 

• Spend time with friends or family 

• Go to church 

• Play a game 

• Share a family tradition 

• Or do anything else you love as a family! 

•  

We would love for you to take a few photos and write a little about what one 

of the toy animals did during their visit. If you need help printing photos, we’re 

happy to do that at preschool. We would also love you to add the suburb 

you spent time in so we can use it to reference what Aboriginal Country you 

were on (we can do this at preschool if you are not comfortable in doing this 

at home).  

If there’s a specific week or weekend, you’d like to take home one of the 

animals, please let us know. Otherwise, we’ll rotate them through families 

each week making sure everyone has a turn by the end of the year. 

We can’t wait to bring your family’s stories into the classroom and explore 

some of the experiences you share in our preschool curriculum! 

 

Family Helpers WhatsApp group 

 

Building partnerships with families is crucial for a child’s development, 

learning and well-being. These partnerships involve open communication, 

mutual respect, and shared decision-making between educators and 

families. Effective partnerships lead to improved learning environments, 

stronger parent-child relationships, and enhanced parenting skills. 

I am starting a separate WhatsApp group to help with the preschools 

decision making. This could relate to helping us choose what resources to 

purchase, support with policies and procedures, answering questions about 

our practices and how we can improve to ensure we continue to provide the 

high-quality education and care that we strive for. If you would like to be 

apart of this group, please see Michelle.    

We will still add important information into the class group chats and will ask 

for feedback.  

 

Staffing arrangements  

 

We understand that some of your child’s educators might not be seen each 

morning and afternoon as they might be programming or engaging in 

research time. If this is the case and you would like to speak to a specific 

educator, please let us know. If an educator is away from preschool, a 

notification is placed on the gate.   

 

Learning Journey Books  

 

Please don’t forget to bring these books back so we can continue to add 

them during term 3. If your child has any photos or drawings from the school 



holidays or any other events, please bring them in and we can add them to 

their Learning Journey books and share them with their class.   

 

Kitchen Duties and Working Bees 

 

Thank you to the families who have donated their time to help us with the 

working bees, excursions and cooking experiences. 

This term we will start our morning helpers roster. If you would like to help us 

with cleaning, craft preparation, reading policies, or sharing your talents with 

us (cooking, reading stories, exercising or anything else) please add your 

name to the list (thank you to the families who have already added their 

names).  

If you cannot help during preschool hours, we would appreciate support with 

taking home some washing eg tea towels/dress ups.   

 

We will add the list of dates up on a wall. Once we have found an area we 

will let you know where it is so you can refer to it, and add your name when 

you feel inspired.  

 

Thank you for the wonderful support         

 

Michelle, Mimi, Rubi, Stacey, Esther, Shell, Mickey, Sephine, Young, Ben, 

Lynette, Mia and Simone. 

 

 

 


